
Paraphrase 
Go stanza by stanza, writing in your own words 
what happens in the poem.


Break up your paraphrase by starting a new 
paragraph for each new stanza.


Poet: 

Form: 

What are the key traits of this form?


Title 

Is the title significant to the poem’s meaning? 

If so, how?


Connotations 
How do poetic devices contribute to the poem’s 
meaning/effect? It is not necessary to identify all 
poetic devices present. Focus on poetic devices 
that help support the conclusions drawn about 
what the poem does and means.


Speaker or Persona


Setting


Dominant Images


Diction


Figurative & Rhetorical Language


Sound Devices




Attitude 
Determine the tone of the poem. 


What attitude toward the subject comes through in 
the speaker’s words? Diction, imagery, and other 
details can help one figure out the speaker’s tone. 
Use your tone words list. Remember, tone is often 
multi-layered and can shift!

Shifts 
Often, a poem shows the speaker gaining 
understanding or insight through experience or 
contemplation. Shifts may be indicated by transition 
words, punctuation, stanza divisions, changes in 
line/stanza length, changes in sound, and changes 
in diction. Often, tone shifts indicate a shift in 
perspective or message.


If the poem is written in a standardized form, like a 
sonnet or a ballad, breaking from that form’s 
conventions can also indicate a shift in subject, 
tone, perspective, or message. Look for changes or 
variations from the poem’s normal meter, rhythm, 
and rhyme scheme.

Theme 
What does the poem do? 
Choose a verb (or a few verbs) to accurately state 
what the poem does. Is it meant to describe, 
compare, examine, narrate, argue, expose, reveal, 
depict, or show something? 


What does the poem mean?  
What is the message (theme) of the poem? 

What is it saying about people or about life? 

What is the reader meant to learn about the 
subject(s) of the poem?



