
Tragedy 

 

Definition: 

 

 A tragedy is a piece of literature that illustrates suffering and/or destruction. 

o The main character goes through several misfortunes before the final catastrophe, 

which ends the play with his/her life in shambles or his/her death. 

o The end of a tragedy is marked by catharsis, which causes the audience to 

empathize with the main character and feel his/her suffering as well.  

o The author usually uses the suffering of a character to make a point. 

 A tragic hero is the main character in a tragedy. 

o Typically, a tragic hero is admirable and seems to be a good person. 

o However, he or she is undone by a hamartia, which is a tragic flaw, a 

misconception, or a lack of insight. This leads to his/her downfall and the loss of 

all he/she hods dear. 

o For a tragedy to work, the audience must sympathize with the tragic hero. 

Examples:  

 

 In William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, the love story ends with six deaths, 

including the pair of lovers. The deaths of Romeo and Juliet end the blood feud between 

the Montagues and Capulets.  

o Romeo's and Juliet's tragedy is brought about by their tragic flaw, love.  

o The lesson for the reader is that no one should hold grudges. 

 In John Green's The Fault in Our Stars, the love interest, August Waters, dies at the end. 

Through his death, the main character, Hazel Grace, learns that it is better to have loved 

and lost than never to have loved at all.  

o Modern tragedies are different from traditional tragedies. In modern tragedies, 

there is always an uplifting resolution. At the end of The Fault in our Stars, Hazel 

realizes that she does not regret loving August, and this makes the audience feel 

bittersweet.  

o The audience is still sad and sympathetic for Hazel and her struggle, but her life 

isn't over or in ruins.  

o In turn, the reader learns that loving someone is worth the risk of losing them. 

 

Helpful Links: 

 

 http://literarydevices.net/tragedy/ 

 http://www.questia.com/library/literature/literary-themes-and-topics/tragedy-in-literature 
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