
 Satire  

 

Definition: 

 

Satire is often used in literature and poetry to show a human weakness or character flaw.  

 It makes fun of vices, injustices, or other foolishness through ridicule and sarcasm.  

o It not only provides humor, but 

o it shows how to better the flaw  

o or provoke a reaction from the reader.  

 It is a text or performance that uses irony, derision, or wit to expose or attack human vice, 

foolishness, or stupidity in hopes embarrassment will encourage it to change.  

 

Examples: 
In "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn," Mark Twain uses satire to mock many 

different aspects of the modern world. Throughout his trip down the Mississippi, Huck 

encounters a variety of people and situations that are designed to scoff at the American 

people. 

Twain uses satire to show how hypocritical a "good Christian woman" can be when it 

comes to owning slaves as property. In the end, Miss Watson feels guilty for trying to sell 

Jim and gives him his freedom in her will. Of course, no one knows this until the very 

end of the novel, after all of the crazy schemes that Huck and Tom Sawyer concoct to 

help keep Jim out of slavery. 

 

“Stuff” by Donald J. Bennett 

Why do we desire so much; stuff 

Closets bursting with our; stuff 

Drawers overflowing with our; stuff 

So much stuff there is no room for all our; stuff 

We can’t afford it but still we buy more; stuff 

We bring in stuff, we thrown out; stuff 

We even rent storage for our; stuff 

And still we desire even more; stuff 

Yes I am talking about all that; stuff 

We just don’t need so damn much; stuff 

This shows the excess amount of “stuff” in our society, and it makes fun of our seeeming 

dependency on “stuff”. Bennett concludes we don't need to be so focused on material 

things.  

 

Helpful Link:  

 

http://examples.yourdictionary.com/satire-examples.html- 

 

http://examples.yourdictionary.com/satire-examples.html

