
 

Parody 

 

Definition:  

 

 an imitation of a particular writer, artist or a genre exaggerating it deliberately to produce a comic 

effect 

 The humorous effect in a parody is achieved by imitating and overstressing noticeable features of 

a famous piece of literature. 

 Certain peculiarities of a person are highlighted to achieve this humorous effect. 

 Can also be used to emphasize the weakness of the original writer  

 

A parody is often confused with satire. 

 

 Parody mimics a subject directly to produce a comical effect. 

 Satire makes fun of a subject without a direct imitation. 

 

Examples: 

 

Today, there is the modern, contemporary form of parodies.  This is the most common and well-known 

type.  Parodies can take place in different mediums such as literature, movies, music, and television.   

 

Literature 

 Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 130” mocks traditional love poems and their use of hyperboles when it 

came to companions.  The text reads: 

  My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun; 

  Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 

  If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

  If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 

  I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 

  But no such roses see I in her cheeks; (1-6) 

 50 Shades of Grey had several parodies built off it with a popular one named  50 Shades of 

Chicken: A Parody in a Cookbook. 

 Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien spurred the take off Bored of the Rings.  This novel by 

Harvard Lampoon follows the character Frito Bugger and his companions Arrowroot, Legolam, 

Gimlet, Moxie, and Pepsi in their adventure to steal the Ring of Power.   

 The famous Pride and Prejudice also had a spinoff from it.  The novel is Pride and Prejudice and 

Zombies uses the same characters as the original with the simple addition of the living dead.   

Video 

 Scary Movie is a parody of all horror movies. 

 Austin Powers is a spoof on James Bond movies. 

Music 

 The artist “Weird Al” Yankovic performed many parodies based off the work of other artists.  

One song entitled “Amish Paradise” came from the song “Gangsta's Paradise” by Coolio, and the 

song “eBay” used the same music as the Backstreet Boys's song, “I Want it That Way”. 

 

Links: 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/444489/parody 

http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-parody.html 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/parody 

http://flavorwire.com/345722/10-literary-parodies-that-work/10/ 
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