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Summary

Salem Village, March the 1st, 1691–92.

Sarah Good, the wife of William Good of Salem Village, Laborer. Brought before us by
George Locker, Constable in Salem, to Answer, Joseph Hutchinson, Thomas Putnam,
etc., of Salem Village, yeomen (Complainants on behalf of their Majesties) against said
Sarah Good for Suspicion of witchcraft by her Committed and thereby much Injury
done to the Bodies of Elizabeth Parris, Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam, and Elizabeth
Hubbard, all of Salem Village aforesaid according to their Complaints as per warrants.

Sarah Good upon Examination denieth the matter of fact (viz.) that she ever used any
witchcraft or hurt the abovesaid children or any of them. The above-named Children
being all present positively accused her of hurting of them Sundry times with this two
months and also that morning.

Sarah Good denied that she had been at their houses in said time or near them, or
had done them any hurt. All the abovesaid children then present accused her face to
face, upon which they were all dreadfully tortured and tormented for a short space of
time, and the affliction and tortures being over, they charged said Sarah Good again
that she had then so tortured them, and came to them and did it, although she was
personally then kept at a Considerable distance from them.

Sarah Good being Asked if, that she did not then hurt them who did it. And the chil-
dren being again tortured, she looked upon them And said that it was one of them we
brought into the house with us. We Asked her who it was: She then Answered and said
it was Sarah Osborne, and Sarah Osborne was then under Custody and not in the
house; And the children being quickly after recovered out of their fit said that it was
Sarah Good and also Sarah Osborne that then did hurt & torment or afflict them—al-
though both of them at the same time at a distance or Remote from them personally—
there were also sundry other Questions put to her and Answers given thereunto by her
according as is also given in.

JOHN HATHORNE
JONATHAN CORWIN } ASSISTANTS

Transcript

The examination of Sarah Good before the worshipful Assistants John Hathorne,
Jonathan Corwin.

Q. Sarah Good, what evil Spirit have you familiarity with?

A. None.

Q. Have you made no contract with the Devil? Good answered no.

Q. What do you hurt these children?
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A. I do not hurt them. I scorn it.

Q. Who do you employ then to do it?

A. I employ nobody.

Q. What creature do you employ then?

A. No creature, but I am falsely accused.

Q. Why do you go away muttering from Mr. Parris, his house?

A. I did not mutter, but I thanked him for what he gave my child.]

Q. Have you made no contract with the devil?

A. No.

H[athorne] desired the children, all of them, to look upon her and see if this were the
person that had hurt them, and so they all did look upon her and said this was one of
the persons that did torment them—presently they were all tormented.

Q. Sarah Good, do you not see now what you have done? Why do you not tell us the
truth? Why do you thus torment these poor children?

A. I do not torment them.

Q. Who do you employ then?

A. I employ nobody. I scorn it.

Q. How came they thus tormented?

A. What do I know? You bring others here and now you charge me with it.

Q. Why, who was it?

A. I do not know, but it was some you brought into the meeting house with you.

Q. We brought you into the meeting house.

A. But you brought in two more.

Q. Who was it then that tormented the children?

A. It was Osborne.

Q. What is it you say when you go muttering away from persons’ houses?

A. If I must tell, I will tell.

Q. Do tell us then.

A. If I must tell, I will tell. It is the commandments. I may say my commandments I
hope.

Q. What commandment is it?

A. If I must tell, I will tell, It is a psalm.

Q. What psalm?

A. After a long time she muttered over some part of a psalm.

Q. Who do you serve?

Q. Why do you hurt these children?

A. I do not hurt them. I scorn it.
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A. I serve God.

Q. What God do you serve?

A. The God that made heaven and earth, though she was not willing to mention the
word God. Her answers were in a very wicked spiteful manner, reflecting and retorting
against the authority with base and abusive words, and many lies she was taken in. It
was here said that her husband had said that he was afraid that she either was a witch
or would be one very quickly. The worshipful Mr. Hathorne asked him his reason why
he said so of her, whether he had ever seen anything by her. He answered no, not in this
nature, but it was her bad carriage to him and indeed, said he, I may say with tears that
she is an enemy to all good.
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