
Caesura 

Definition 

  A caesura is a pause, normally signaled by a strong syntactic break underscored by 

punctuation such as a comma, semi-colon, colon or a period that occurs somewhere other 

than the end of the line, most often in the middle. 

o In poetry scansion, a caesura is indicated by inserting a slash (/) or by using more 

spaces.  However, caesura doesn’t have to be marked out.  

o It is different from an end-stopped line because caesura occurs in the middle of a 

line. 

 

Example 

 

Milton’s sonnet, “When I consider how my light is spent” 

There are caesuras in lines 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 

 

When I consider how my light is spent, 

    Ere half my days in this dark world and wide, 

    And that one talent which is death to hide 

    Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent 

To serve therewith my Maker, and present 
    My true account, lest He returning chide; 

    "Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?" 

    I fondly ask: but Patience, to prevent 

That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need 

    Either man's work or his own gifts. Who best 

    Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best: his state 

Is kingly: Thousands at his bidding speed, 
    And post o'er land and ocean without rest; 

    They also serve who only stand and wait." 

 

Shakespeare’s Winter Tale 

 

It is for you we speak, || not for ourselves: 

You are abused || and by some putter-on 

That will be damn'd for't; || would I knew the villain, 

I would land-damn him. || Be she honour-flaw'd, 

I have three daughters; || the eldest is eleven 

The second and the third, || nine, || and some five; 

If this prove true, || they'll pay for't. || By mine honour. (Act II, sc. I :142-148) 

 

 

Explore the function of caesura and more here: 

http://classroom.synonym.com/caesura-function-rhythm-poem-1698.html 

http://classroom.synonym.com/caesura-function-rhythm-poem-1698.html

